Highlights

Initial plans ealled for Navy persannel smength 1o inerease by April 19738, but
wrangling in Washingron slowed the linalizarion of takesover plans until the eve of
the transfer,  The influx, however, failad 1o meer the earlier requirements for man=
power noeded Lo operaie the bate at an acceptable level, Gradually Armymen foom
AZA and §TRATCOM hegan Leaving Asmarz ard, on June 30, 1573, the HNavy as-
smed Lol responsibiliny Tor Kapaew Starlon,

When the Mavy accepted resporslbllity for Kagnew Station, the eomplex
consisted of seven slies, Toact B, twa milss west of the iy, housed the Defense
Comiunication Systerm receivers and Detachment Three of the Army's Comnumearions
gorvice Group,  Fifteen miles sourhwest of fsmara was Tragr O with itz Delense Com-
muRicilion and Narfonal Command Amhocity Leassrnittars, On Tiaet F, the Mavy
operated i tactical teceiver site,

Fecause of I1s location 30 miles sauth of Asmara, Traer H al Gurn feptured
pemsoiel hilletng factlities in addition o it primary funcrion as a tactical trarsmicter
base, On rhe noob side of the oy, the Mavy rendercd sapport fee the Department of
Deferse docp space research sratien al Stanehoose,  The fEmnaining bwa ttacts, A oand
E, served af dependent houslng and the main headquartes areas,

M spoier bad the Navy taken contral than the dismantling prooess began,
Fimt re close was Tracr F, ar Gurs, 1o December, the dependent lamilies were
ioved from Tract A dote hoggiog on Tract E and the original Radio Maring site was
telurned to Erthlopian authorsdics,

=lowly the line of containers of oulgring squipment at the transpartasion
felding ares grow. Fhase by phase, operations wers reduced and afier the fist of the
vear the influx of Mavwimen had beon reversed,

The UL 5, military presence in Ericea dating back o 1841 diew 1 an end
and the lst organized military command a1 Asmar wonld be the U.5, Maval Cam-
municalian Ftarion, Starled as a six-man detachment 26 years carlier, il seemad
destined to end much the same way - a small detachment af Mavyman rmaining be-
hitd to padleck the main gate to Tract E, wming the key over te a TATIEEGNEATIVE
@l the Erblopian gevernment before the hrisf drive o lobannes [V Adrpors and the
limal flight fioim Edzrea,



