Historical

on Juns 6, 1973, the 17, 5, }-.'.1'.'_':.' assumed contral af 'H'.'l.g?lr.:w Stazien, end-
log a quarter cextuny of wenant statys prder the (L5, Ammy, The ssecndency 1o hosr
command was destined to he shert-lived, however, for en Oeteber 11, 1873, a brict
annousemmert wWas releassd sEIlng thar the U, 5, military communication ingallation
would cease tooexist an June 50, 1974,

From the time of that anncuncement unttl the eloswee of the suatien, all
bands became invelved ooa challenging operation Wl olten seemed b be composed
of equal messures of fssraticon, coelusion and leag, demanding kours,  With the pas-
Sl af ime, however, each tequiremant in the r.-::-1r|]'.'I-:'.:-: sohedule was met sed slow -
I}' rhe ﬂ"JTl‘:.'irIB, TIACTE wears Hl.l::i]'.ilbﬂ b their equi prmsne and she averzll 51r[':ng'.h af the
V.48, Maval Comnunication Station began to sheink,

The ersure of oearly three decades of U5, milicary prosence in rhe norh-
cm Ethicpian provinee of Eritrea was 1ot an casy task,  Scven Ammymen had arrived
in Adioaca in Apeil 1943 o condoct & feasibilioy soudy foc a feed radio station,  The
location, 15 degrees norch of the Equator and an altitede of 7, 600 fest, proved mom
than gultable aixl the former Tialian Mavy radiostos - Badio Marlna - on Tract A wes
taken over by the United Slales,

h'l:a.le.-' five Ve passed belore e st r.|:-||:'i|:_g_ a1 H.a.'.-'_:.'mr.l': arcived in
Asmara, The six-man detaclinent Cawnded the U, 8, ¥aval Sommunicatian Dot
Three which would, by 1961, expand inte e 1,3, Naval Gomrmeeicption Station,
Amrmarn,

with rhe U, 5, e'*.r.'rl:,-' .ul:l.:ill; as host aommand, the MHa '.-'_:."s rEcs ver el
tiors had moved [rom site te site in the early vears, finally being cstablished at Traer
F. The HMavy comunaod element was sitpared &0 Tt &, alee of the |_'||_-i_J_|1j_r_;|'| Radin
Maring, apd subsequently moved to Tracs T also, In TOGE, Mavy transmisions
crmanated lean: a newly cpened Tract H oar Gura, 30 miles south of Avmara,

By March 197E, uncermain rumes: bagan flying ar all the tracts,  Depammen:
of Deferse budgetary considerations had already caused the elimination of a pordon
af the Aoy s Security Agency from Kagnow Station, During the erswing mearhs,
inter-gervice discwssivns in Washington and Erhiopia sought to determine where the
lieal responsibilley for the base would come o rest, With the phase-down of opera-
tions by the Aumy Security Agency, it seemead lopical that the Army's Strategic
Communicatios Command would inherit Kagnew Station, But STRATCOM demurned
and suddenty the Navy Communication Station fownd isell propelled [am the winges
onte veater stape, awalting the wood 1o take (ull contrel of the fanstallation,



